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Nolite vos ipſos contemnere, Viri; Filius Dei Virum ſuſcepit.” 


Nolite vos ipſas contemnere, Femina; ; F ilius Det natus en 
Feæ mind eſt. Auguſtin. 


Let Mary be honoured, the Lord adored; _ z 


| Do not vilifie your ſelves, O Men: The Son of God became a Man. 
Do not: vilifie. your ſelves, O Women 3 "oy Son of God as born #, | 
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7 HIS Sennon a Three and 
Twenty Tears ago, by a Perſon whoſe 


| Memory is ftill pretious among them who 


bad the happineſs to know him; and the 
Copy of it then imparted to me, having 


ſcarce any other miſtakes in it, bat ſuch as | 

T1 could eaſily correct and reduce into good | 
ſenſe: To offer it thus to the publick view, 
will be (as I ſuppoſe) both an Honour 10 

the _— 3 and a Benefit to the | 
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Lvxe'l. 1% 
And in the fixth Month the Angel Gabriel was ſent 
from God, unto a City of Galilee, named Naza- 
reth, to a Virgin eſpouſed to a Man whoſe Name was 
j]oſeph, of the Houſe of David; and the Virgin's 
Name was Mary. | | 


| E ſee what Time of the Year it is; and we under- 
ſtand the Buſineſs of the Day, to celebrate a Feaſt. 
' \ A Feaſt in Lent may ſeem not ſo proper; for how ' 


ob 


- ſhall Joy ſhew her ſelf in the Houſe of Mourning? 
or Fulneſs in the Kingdom of Hunger? Who ſets Diſhes of 
Meat on a Grave? Yet ſo are Dainties to à mauth up, 
faith the Wiſe Man. And the Church hath ſhut our Mouths 


O F for theſe forty days: ſo ſhut them up, that of old ſhe permit * 
6 ted them not to be opened by thoſe triumphant Rites, which 
otherwiſe enlarged then all Mouths and Hearts, the Anniver- 
g  fary-Days of Martyrs, Non licet in Quadrageſima Natali 
ta Martyrum celebrare : Canon-Law, cauſ. 34. at nom licet. 
28 lf the Memory of thoſe glorious Saints could not juſtifie 


4 pee vH, as Næxianxen calls them, thoſe 
 Sprritual Games, and merry Meetings, far more holy and de- 
vout (God knows) than all Faſts of ours be; Certainly, the 
Riot of our Tables at theſe ſolemn ſad Times, will not be ex- 
0 cuſed, neither by the itch of a wanton Palate: ( that I may 
be | fay no worſe) nor by the Pretenſions of a preciſe left-handed 
|| Conſcience, that thinks no Time fo fit to make a full Meal, 
as when the Church commands Abſtinence. And yet it ſeerns, 
ſhe that in Lent prohibited Feſtivals of Martyrs, thought good 
to eſtabliſh This, which we now ſulemnize : And She had 
| Reaſon, Firſt, Becauſe even in Lent, Sunday was always ex- 
empt ed: no Faſting on our Lord's Day: and this is the Day 
of the Lord. Tis true, He is content in Honour of his th | 


| Ether, it be called Our Lady-Day : and it ſhould not diſcont 
K I us: but it is indeed our Lord's, the Day of his Incarnatio 
Again, the Nativity was never faſted: and the Incarnation. _ 
bi needs not to give place to the Nativity : for that, it was more. 
| Mraciyious.that God ſhould become Fleſb,thanthat That Fleſh 
| | FO 5 A BP. | | after 2 


— 
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E| after nine Months ſhould be Born: a greater ſtep from Heel 
ven to Earth, than from the Virgin's Womb to the Manger, | 
At Chriſtmas he did but change Rooms; He came into the 


World to Day. Say we then with the Pſalmiſt, Thi is the 


Day wvich the Lord hath made, let us rejoyce and be glad in. l/ 


it: Yea, Which is more, ſay we, This is the Day which hath 


made the Lord: but then, let the gladneſs be like the Day; a 


Holy Day, a Holy Gladneſs; our Joy ſuch as uſner'd Chriſt 
into the World, a Youpe with a #4X&@ 47 uy, well becom- 


ing a Virgin to entertain. For on this meſſage rhe Angel Ga- 


briel as ſent to a Virgin, &c. 


Virgin: and we ſhall conſider them jointly, and then ſcuerally, 
Firſt jointly, the Angel and the Virgin : We do not find in 


the Old Teſtament much converſation between Angels and 


this Sex: and when they did meet, the conjunction was not 


very auſpicious: for neither have the Angels been always 


goed, nor the Women ſtill Virgins. In the third of Geneſis, 
our Mother Eve is at parly with the Devil; and in the ſeventh, 
Angels (for ſo we do expound that place) are making Love to 


the Daughters of Men; and the Iſſues of both theſe Interviews 


are too (ad to be forgotten: the Former brought in Sin, and 


that led in Death; the Latter begat the Giants, and they drew 
dowa a Deluge. Tho! it be an Honour to converſe with An- 
gels, yet the Angel and the Woman may be unhappily mer. 


à bigh place and honourable employment is not always ſuc- 
ceſsful, eſpecially if it encounter Minds weak and feminine : 
for ſome, like a too warm Sun, it melts ; they flow down and 


| ſpread into a waxen ealie popularity ; Some, like thine, it har- 


dens: they grow rough and intractable: There be whom it 
ſets a boyling, making them the Mother of Giant-like deſigns, 
the troubles and diſtempers of the World; and there be, whom, 
like Eve, it perſuades, They ſhall not die, and then ſhall be 


| Gods; no God beſide them, and none greater, And all this, 
Honour may do, when it comes as a good Angel, ſent from 
God, like him in our Text: What miſchief then may it work, 


f 


when we our ſelves by forbidden Arts call and conjure it up ? 


So then, there is but little comfort to ſee the Angel and the 


Woman together : let us proceed and view them ſingle. 


Our Parts will be as the Perſons, two; The Angel andthe | 


We 


I „„ my yt 


i We begin with the Virgin, and behold her but in her pc | 


tion; ſhe will be rco high for our ſight. Her degrees, in this 
bower part of her Orb, are prickt out in the Text, thus: A 
W Virgin ſuppoſeth a Woman. | 

gin: 3. Eſpouſed: 4. To Joſeph a Carpenter: 5. Of the 
Huſe of David: 6. Her Name Mary: 7. Her Habitation, 
| Nazareth of Galilee. And all theſe I rake for ſo many ſucceſ- 


rigæum, her Humility : for in the oppolre part, her Exalta- 


1. Then a Woman : 2. A Fir. 


five Degrees of Humiliation, ſuch yet as the Degrees or Rounds 


| of Jacob's Ladder, with an Angel at every one, and a X43&- 
Hohn ſhining from above upon every ſtep. Woman, the 
| firſt ſtep. | 


1. We muſt crave leave of the Sex to ſay of them, as the 
Scripture ſays, They are a degree below Man: Firſt, in the 
Creation, not only that Woman was made for Man, (He 
therefore her End and Perſection, and ſo more Noble) but 
that Man was framed immediately to the Likeneſs of God; 


She to Man's; and fo is but the Image of an Image, a Copy; 


no Original; a Ray at ſecond reflection, and ſo more weak. 
Secondly, in the Fall; and there She principal. Of the Wo- 
man, ſaith Siracides, came the beginning of Sin, and through 
her we all die; all at once by the general morte morierzs, and 
all ſeverally by the particular occaſions and temptations. All 
die, die by being born of her: for this life is a very death: 
and die by concurring with her for poſterity: for we'do' not 
give life to our Children; but leave it. Thus much we may 
ſay honourably of her: Honour ing her as the weaker Veſſel, 
ſaith St. Peter: then, to take ſore notice of weakneſs in Wo- 


men, is ſome honour to them, For I ſtand not here to juſtifie RET 
Malice, or ro glean up the Wit that in all titnes hath been taft- 


away in Paſquils and Declamations againſt Women: wherein 
commonly theſe Men have been the forwardeſt Accuſers of 
their faults, which have beer the chiefeſt Authors of them. 
We are all Adam's Sons, and we have it of our Father; The 

Weman deceived me, even the Woman which thou gaveſs, the n 
lawful Wife, God's gift; much mare the ſtran ge Woman, the 
gift of the Devil. We accuſe their faces for our dotage; theit 
iaconſtancy for our fooliſh credulity, their pride for our flat- 


5 4 tery. Shall they anſwer for their own Vices and ours tho ? 3 


„ 
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Nay, theit Virtues are traduc'd. Are they free and debonait? 
We call them wanton. Are they reſerv'd? We call them 
ſullen. Their Meekneſs gives them the name of Sheep, and 
their Spirit of Shrews. We ſuſpect their Wiſdom, we ſcorn 
their Simplicity, and their Learning we hate. Laden thus 
with true Infirmities, and falſe Acculations, are they ſunk be- 
low God's protection? Nay, they are in his favour, faith the 
Angel, Thou haſt fonnd favour: ſuch a favour as no Angel 
ever found. For he took not the Nature of Angels, he did of 


—— g 


Women: We look high in all our Works, look for Bravery, | 


rather than Convenience : God in his Actions made choice, - 


not of the nobleſt means, but of the fitteſt : and what more 


fir than that, as by a Woman came death, ſo by a Woman 


ſhould come the Redemption from death : and as Chriſt came 
into the World to teach Humilicy, ſa he ſhould enter at this 
loweſt, Woman, our firſt ſtep. . 

2. The ſecond is Virgin, one degree below Woman. Be- 
low Woman! What! Do we cry down then the ſingle- bed? 
Do we pull the Coronets of Glory from the Heads of thoſe 
Maiden- Saints, whom the Church hath conſecrated and com 
mended tous? We dare not do fo, It is confeſt, as the preſent 
condition of the World now ſtands, Virginity, as it deſerves 
admiration for its dithculties, ſo hath infinite Prerogatives over 
the Eſtate of Wife and Mother : but from the beginning it 


was not ſo; nor as long as Man remembred the right uſe of 


every Creature, and could apply himſelf to the enjoyment 


. thereof, without ſlacking his due dependance on his God. Not 


to repeat the Laws and Cuſtoms ot almoſt all Civil Nations; 
the ſhame and penalties, not only of a ſingle life, but of late 
matriage, is touched by our excellent Selden in his lateſt Work, 
lib. 5. c. 3. So then, in the beſt Judgments, Virgin is below 


Woman. A Cipher bears no proportion with a Number, and | 


Virgin is a yery Cipher in nature, it hath no being nor name, 
God made it not: for the Law to his Creature was, Creſcite 
& multiplicamini; and the contradiction to this, conſtitutes the 
form of a Virgin. Then for a Name, Adam himſelf had been 


at a Non- plus; Iſhab would not ſerve for it, that hath Man in 


it: and Hevab it could not be, for that is Mater viventium. 


Was ſhe not juſtly called Nin i. e. in the Helliniſt: Language 
| . Apo- 


- 


| was a task worthy of that Hand, which called Light out of 
$  Darknefs, and this All out of Nothing. God doth not always 


| 85 - . T9) 1 ” A a 
Apocrypba, a piece of Apocrypha, we cannot tell what; nor 
e Now in this Cipher, to lodge all Number (for Firſt 


{ and Laſt iz all Number, and fo is Chriſt, Rev.1.) In this empti- . 
nels, to couch him in whom all fulneſs dwells: out of this Apg- 


crypba, to produce not the Canonical, but the Eſſential Word, 


take ſuch ways, as we think moſt direct to his ends: He might 
have ſpoken himſelf to Balaam, but he made the Aſs do it, the 
Emblem and Proverb of Dulneſs xo tutour the Prophet. He 
might have poſed the Magicians and Philoſophers, by produ- 
cing a Lion, or Elephant; he did it by the leaſt of Creatures, 
and the ſooneſt generated, certainly many times moſt familiar 
with Philoſophers. In our Redemption, what was more unlike- 
ly, than to raiſe and quicken us by death ? Do not confine 
God's Power and Goodneſs to the narrow ſphere of thy Under- 
ſtanding. Thou knoweſt not the utmoſt extent of Nature or 
Art: in Nature thou daily ſeeſt contrary effects proceeding 
from the ſame cauſes, and the ſatne effects from cauſes that are 
contrary : and by Art thou art confident, thou canſt frame an 


laſtrument, which, charged with thy-vital Air only, ſhall kill; 


and that there may be a Burning-Glafs made of a piece of 
Ice. Do not doubt it then, if the Angel ſaith it, She ſhall be 


a Mother, tho' a Virgin: this was bur ſecond ſtep. 


3. The third is e Pouſed: Eſpouſed! That's ſome what lower 
yer. It is indeed the way, via Regia, God's, and the King's high< 
way from Maid to Wife, but is neither; and therefore infe- 
rior to both, For all Motion is leſs perfect than its Terms. 


Tbe Virgin ſtands like a blooming Roſe in the midſt of a Gar- 
den, and draws all eyes to hers : the Wife is as the Roſe ga- 


thered, and bound in à Garland for the Husband's head: but 
the Spouſe is as the ſame flower drawn in at a window, and 
not yet cropt from the buſh, ſuffering at once the confinement 
of a Wife, and the ſolitarineſs of a Maid: She hath foregone the 


liberty of the one, and not attained the privileges of the other, 


having exchanged certainties for hopes; for ſponſalia are but 


Mes nuptiarum, ſaith the Civilian. Vet ihe eſpouled finds favcur 


with God, and we accept the vulgar Note, Chriſt being born 
of this io, this Participle, halt Maid, half. Wife, meant 
thereby to ſanRifie to us the conditions of both: tho? perhaps 
plz, . ne 


— — 


he would intimate alſo, that in things of this life, as Marriage ot 


the like, he approves of that Temper that ſteers a middlgcourſe, 6 


neither whol y declining the World, nor embracing it tdo gree- 
dily, as if we were wedded to it, fince the continual] cloſe graſp- 
ing of humane buſineſs makes us looſe our hold of God; and 

the utter abandoning of all, is to deſert our ſtation here, and, 


as much as in us lies, to uncreate the Creation. There is a far 


diſta nce between the meer Politick, who breathes nothing but 
Intelligence, and Inſt ructions, and Accommodai ions, and State- 
intereſt; and the ſolitary Man in the Pillar. That is the true 
complexion, Which the Apoſtle requires, That they which 
have Wives, be as they which have none; and they which 
have Husbands likewiſe : which was the condition of the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin in the third ſtep, eſpouſed. 5 


| - 4. The fourth is, to 7oſeph, a Carpenter. Still we deſcend: 
ad ſhe been of the Priett's kindred, and no more, and lived 


ſomewhere elſe, peradventure a Carpenter might have paſt for 
| a fair match: but being of the Race of Kings too; for by Her 
Chriſt claims to be David's Son; and among that people, which 


ever held the Perſons of their Kings and Prieſts moſt ſacred and 


ſublime; there it muſt ſeem no ſmall diſi aragement to accept a 


Spouſe, whoſe Living lies in his finger's ends, a Mechanick, a 


Mercenary; nay a profeſſion fo vile, that Plato forbids it to 


the Natives of his Commonweal : and Ariſtotle, where he allows 


Muſick and Painting, as qualities fit for a Gentleman, ſo far 
ſorth as to judge of apiece in either kind, prohibirs yet the 


practice of them, as abaſing men's bodies and minds, and ren- 
driog them unfit for great Actions. And indeed among the 
Ancſent Patriarchs, we find Husbandmen and Shepherds, but no 


Artificers. So then, that a Virgin ſo high-born ſhould ſtoop to a 
Carpenter, is very low: yet the next ſtep leads us lower. 
3. De domo David: It is much for ſuch inequality to meet un- 


der the fame roof: how if it concur in the ſame perſon? Foſeph 


of the loins of King David, and yet a Carpenter. Miſerum eff 
fuiſſe: a great heart-breakin 
his Anceſtors changed to ſuch per [ 
{eif ro hire, to earn his daily bread; to find the Palace, as _ 
the turning of a Scene, vaniſh'd into a Cottage, and in his hand 
an Ax inſtead of a Scepter : In the mean while to ſee Herod on 
the Throne, aForcigner, a Vagabond, toſs d by Fortune from 
Acalon to Edom, and from Edom to Fudea : where, having beyond 
Hope gotten the Crown on his head, he cements it there with 
the blood of the right Heirs: And after all this, to bave a Spouſe, 
who when ſhe ſhould comfort him, cannot, having the ſame 


- 
* 


* 


to ſee the pomp and plenty of 
jury, that he is fain to {et him 


© 
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| cauſe of gr Hel Jen. 1 le 
t beir ſorrows by ber. very Name, our ſixth ſtep !: 


22 ** 4 


eee 4x 2 
[- 6. The Virgin's Name, Mary; chat ie, Queen, or Lady: for 


= 
* * 


ſo Lam told it lggnilies in the Syriac. This vom ne makes 
all the reſt more heavy and preffing : they might ele perhaps, 
by little and irtle, have worn our che memory of their high er 
traction, and like an ordinary couple, lived and died together 


quietly among their Neighbours-in Nazareth. . But now, Mary, 
Ike a Lennie: Watch-Word in their Ears, keeps their Remem 
brance waking. The Husband caunot call the Wife by her 


Name, but inſtantly that repreſents to their ſad Souls, both what 


they are now, and from what they are fallen; beſides the ſcorn 
of ſcurrilous Wits, who would think it an excellent occaſion. 


for a Libel, that a Carpenter's Wife ſhould: be called a Lady. 
But for all this, Fear not Mary; $vupis © MN, faith the Angel. 
She ſtands now in the preſence of God, and to his fight there 


is no difference between a Carpenter and a King, both equally 


diſtant from God: A Million is no nearer to Infinite; than an 


Unite. There is a NucuG- , Match. 1. the being an honeſt - 


Man, that makes the Carpenter a great Perſonage ; and this 
Virgin takes it for a great Fortune. She ſhall not chuſe for us: 


We muſt have Heirs, Heirs ſometimes of more Vices, more 


Curſes than Lordſhips; yer we think our Children well be- 
{tow'd: which is to bid Pluto to the Wedding, and ſhut Chrift 
out of doors. The Viirgm is content with the honeſt Carpenter; 


and He alſo comforts himſelf. The Houſe of David is not fallen 
much lower than its Original: it began in a Shepherd, and 
| ſhould it diſdain an Artificer? Shall the Sheep-hook ſay to the 
| Hammer, Thou art not Noble. It is the faſhion indeed of Men, 


railed from low fortune and birth, to ſtudy the Art of forgetful- 
nels, and like the pinnacles of their new- built Houſes, to look 
with ſcorn on the grounds that bears them. But we ſee here 5. 


| ſeph not of this [Jumour : who, beſides his Humility, was ſo wiſe 


and charitable to boot, that I believe he look d an Herod hims 


ſelf with more pity than indigggion as on a Man, undone 
| by preferment, curs' l with a Crown, that muſt be maintain d 


with ſo much miſchief. As for his Trade; let him glory herein: 


That Generation was to ſee the World new moulded, by Tradeſ- 
makers, being ſent out by a Carpenter, 
is Fofeph, to conquer Kings, to diſpute 


men, Fiſhers and Tent- 
the ſuppoſed Son of th 


with Philoſophers, to teach the Greek learning, and the Jew 


law; to ordain Religion, and reform Manners; to command 
Angels, a1d pull down Satan from bis 
Virgin, the Carpenter's Spouſe rejoice, |. | 
: and 


Nature, to converſe with 


Throne. Then {hall the 


_ 
— 


ief her ſelf: nay, who adds one further degree to both 0 
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and in her dim many ſhall read e Prophecy : for, as all 
ecy : for, a3 


her too low, whom God fo highly regarded? For it was witti- 
lide; for he could have made the World greater than it is, and 


rall her, The Mother of God. Let her then ſtand in the Kalendar 


when thou ſhalt look for the day of thy Rents, or of thy Sports, 


ceived Chriſt, to aſcend into the Mountain df Juda: do not 
_ detain her ſtill below, in her obſcure habitation Nazareth of Ga- 


dom of death. Umbra mortis is more than the ſhadow, or dark. 


(620) 


Generations ſhall call her Bleſfd, fo all Generations ſhall call 
her Lady. If the look forth, (he ſhall ſee the ſtately Piles of 
Churches and Colleges dedicate to God in Memory of Her; 
Orders of Monks and Knights, praying and fighting under her 
Title; Her Praiſe ſung in Hymns and Anthems; Her Attr 
butes of Honour digeſted into Alphabets: more; much more; | 

ll (as at the erecting of the Tabernacle) che Offerings flowed 
in ſo faſt, that there needed a Proclamation, Nec Vir, nec Mulier, 
offerat ultra. And in Heaven, if the look about, She ſhall behold 
Legions of Angels, and of bleſſed Souls, bowing themſelves at 
the feer of her Son: in the glory of whoſe exalted Body, ſhe 
doth not only, like others, ſee a Type of her own, but her own | 
body already glorified: for his Body is hers, and ſhe may as | 
truly ſay of him, This is bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh, as 

Adam could of Eve. May not we then, who call Chriſt Lord, 

call his Mother Lady We may, fo we make it a Title of Ho- 

nour, not of Worthip; a Note of Eminency, not of Autho- | 
rity. It is true, ſome have gone too far: Do not thou therefore | 
fall ſhort: Wilt thou be prophane, becauſe thou haſt been ſu- 

perſtitious? Why ſhou'd'ſt thou think, thou canſt not value 


ly noted and truly, by hiin who faid, God did offer her as much 
as he could do, that is, more than he did for all the World be · 


all things in it greater than they are, but Her he could not 
make a greater Mother than ſhe is: the Oeνον , the Antients 


ſtill, and, as ſhe does, appear once at leaſt every Quarter : that 


or of thy Suitor, or of thy merry meetings, thine eye may not 
Fail to encounter that Name; and think it nbre worthy the 
regard of Lady, than thy Lady Profir, or thy Lady Pleaſure, or 
thy Lady Love, or thy Lady, I know not who, not to be na- 
med, whilſt we ſpeak of Virgin. Suffer her, now ſhe has con- 


r 


. en _ —_Alt WT 


lilee, and our ſeventh ſtep. 8 
7. It is indeed the loweſt we can go: we are now at the 
ground, nay the Grave: for the Grave is but umbra mortis: and 
yet in the deſcription of this place, given by a Prophet and E- 
vangeliſt (Ia. 9. Marth. 4) The land of Z. ibulon and Nephthali, 
Galilee of the Gentiles, the people ſituate in darkneſs, and in the ſha- 


neſs 


T ther: for nmbra is but la. diminuta, and darkheſs is but 
mire of light: but umbra mortis is a deadly killing, ſta- 
dow, ſuch a one as ſome Trees caſt, which do not only intercept 


| fide, lowing hither as into a common River, from Samaria, the 


vas a fad Shade; but behold a vigorous Ray from z4xcce mon 
above, to illuſtrate all; a Grats4 plena, for an Antidote to keep 


ber Conference with Gabriel, they were no ſtrangers to her:) 
| neſs : whence they held no Prophet ſhould ariſe (ex Galilea nullus 


all Prophecies : Galzlee ſhall be as Fudza, and Nazareth as ꝓeruſa- 
| lem; and from thoſe dark Contines, this Horizon of the Gentiles, 


dhe Peaſant lack manners ? So doth the Burgeſs conſcience, ix 


ir ) 


the cheerful Rays of the Sun, but ſhed alſo a malignant and poĩ- 


nous influence; ſuch as Galilee in umbra, both for Government 
i Region, as being the Skirt of all the Country, bordering 
© upon the great Sea, far from Feruſalem, the Fountain of Light ; 


d in umbra mortis too both by their dail : conragion by the 
Teaportacion of foreign bon and Vices together, (the 


uſual Calainities of Maritine Coaſts) their Religion deeply taint- 


ed with all ſorts of Idolatry from their Neighbours on every 


Reliques of Feroboam's Calves; from Perſia and Babylon, the Abo- 
minations of thoſe Countries, tranſplanted hither wich their 
Colonies, 2 Kings 17. Laſtly, that all Shrines ſhould be full, the 
Phwenitian Gods, their old acquaintance, are not ſevered, Here 


out all damps and ill airs. So that, where perchance to ſee a Vir- 
gin at fiſteen was once a miracle; now it is no wonder for a Maid 
of that age to converſe with Angels ( for we may collect from 


where it was faid, no good could come out of Galilee (nibil boni, 
Joh. f. 47.) thence ſhall fpring the eternal Fountain of all Good - 


Propbeta, Joh, 8.) thence ſhall appear the Maſter and Subject of 


{hall the bright Scar of Jacob ſhine forth, Numb. 24. 17. Thou 
then that haſt the favour to be born in a temperate Clime, a 
happy Country, full of Riches and Honour, of Knowledge and 
 Civilicy, art bleſſed with the Light of the revealed and ſaving 
ruth, do not deſpiſe thy poor Brethren under the Poles, or 
the Line; do not think God hath no care of them, becauſe he 
h ith provided better for thee : thou may ſt not call them Bar- 
barous, becauſe their Arts or Cuſtoms, are not like unto thine 7 
much leſs may ſt thou pronounce them damned, becauſe they 
are not of thy Religion. Again, thou that makeſt thy neſt in the 
City, among the Palaces of Princes and Temples of the Gods, 
feaſting thy Body with the Marrow of the Land, and thy Ears 
with the abundance of the Word; do not inſult over the Swain, 
that glories in the good, and makes it his care to give the Kine fodder, 
Ecclus. 38. Is the Country rude? So is the City petulant, Doth 
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pickle: and ſome have returned as good Proteſtants from Rome; 
Remember, there was found, even in 


(12) 


day, and never the better. 
up from Nazareth but thrice a year, to do Devotion with a ſincere 
heart, ſhall riſe up in Judgment againſt thee, who dwelleſt in the 
Holy, Royal City; it neither the Preſence of the King's Throne, 
nor the Awe of God's Altars there, can keep thee from Inſo- 


lence and prophane Outrage. Laſtly, do nor haſtily condemn. 


nor traduce any Man, in point of Religion or Life, - becauſe he 


converſeth with ſome, whom thou thinkeſt unſound in either. 
Peradventure thoſe are not ſo: thou haſt been often deceived. 


Conſider, his Parentage, or Employment, or Neighbourhood, 


or ſome other Relation of common Humanity, may have caſt 


1m upon ſuch company; 7 be ſtill remain untainted: The 
Fiſh comes freſh from the Sea, tho? it be there in a continual 


az others from Geneva. 
Galilee, a Virgin, fit to entertain an Angel. 
An Angel; our ſecond Perſon and Part: but He too high an! 


too bright for our approach at this time. Here then make we a 
ſtand, and reflect upon the Degrees already paſt : where, if on 
every ſtep we meet our Souli, let it not diſcourage us; ſince from 


this Low lineſs the Virgin was exalted to be the Mother of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, We would willingly bear her company in, her Exal- 


tation; let us not diſdain the company of her Humility. 
1. Firſt then, our Soul is a Mman. Let Eve be her parallel: 


She was made for a helper, and lo ſhe ſeduces and deſtroys us! 


There were no ſin, nor death, but for the Soul. For thin $5 that 
want Souls (reaſonable Souls, ſuch as ours) fin nor, nor do they 
truly die; but fall aſunder, and all pieces being material, remain 
as happy as before: but We, for our ſoul's and ſin's ſake, die and 


die again, (morte morieris) a double death. Juſt then, as Adam called 
the Woman, Mater Viventium, When indeed ſhe was the Mother 


of Death: So, we ſtyle our fouls Immortal, when it is that only 


by which we die. Again, like Eve, ſhe is ſo filly as to ſuffer her ſelf 
to be couſened by a Beaſt ; and not by the ſubtile Serpent alone, 


but by every dull Animal. Every groſs Opinion, Paſſion and 


Humour, makes a very Fool of her: and the is ſo jealous, ſhe 


calily believes, God goes about to deceive her too. For ſhe. 
knows and confeſſes, that thus and thus God hath faid, and yet 


ſhe lends an Ear to the contrary. She is always to remember 
Mater mort: in a fit Ambition, for Erits ſicut di in a fit of Sick- 


nels, for non moriemini; in a fit of Curioſity, for a little know- | 
ledge; and in a fit of Luſt and Wantonnefs, Eve for an Apple. 


And 


at Nazareth there be ſilly Souls that want Preachiig ;\ there be 
alſo at Jeruſalem Phariſees, Hypocrites, that have Scrmons every 
eceive not thy ſelf; e that comes 


And all this, Eve d id but once, our Soul doth it every day, 


and ſo the more Woman, 


cares not to be a Mother, as fearing perhaps that Child-bearing 


hen, ſhe is a Virgin too. This we hope is ſome Honour: 
3 know, cho in the World of Bodies there be Caſes 
that commend Virginity, it is not ſo in the World of Souls. Nay. 
Virgin Bodies are therefore honourable, becauſe they keep their 
Minds from being ſo. Every good ſoul, is a Mother; her Iſſue, 
Knowledge and Virtues and Graces, conceiy'd fiom thoſe ſecde, 
wherewith Nature and God's Spirit hath quickned ber. Would 
our ſoul, as ſhe ought. to retain, to cheriſh, to ripen, to exalt 


| theſe, ſhe might with joy behold children, and children's chik 


dren : So ſtill one Knowledge begets another, and one Virtue 
another, and one Grace another; there is none barren among 
them. But now ſhes ſo taken with her own Beauty, that ſhe 


ould fill her with wrinkles; and ſhe is ſo much in Love with 
1 that marry ſhe will not, tho' God himſelf comes a 
wooing with, Deſponſabo te mihi in æternum. And yet Beauty 
will not be kept, nor Liberty neither. Not her Beauty for as 
we ſee commonly in Bodies, while they labour to keep their Vir- 
ginity, they lofe their health, and with it the Verdure of their 
complexion; that which was intended for poſterity, beſtowing 
ir ſelf into diſeaſes : So in Souls, thoſe generous principles, thoſe 
luſty ſeeds of knowledge and action, being checkt and forbid- 
den to diſplay themſelves into legitimate Births, break out in- 
to Monſters, Vanity and Vice, not the children, but the ſick- 
| neſs and blemiſh of the ſoul. And her Liberty, that's gone ak 
ready; for ſhe is eſpoyſed, the third ſtep. 7 5, 
3. There is no man but hath his favourite-ſtudy, hi favou- 
rite-humour, or his tavourite-vice 3 which being commended 
unto him by his Complexion. or Country, his condition or facti- 
on, his foul accepts and e{pouſeth herſelf to them: and now ſhe 


muſt not hear, nor ſee, nor judge, but as they luſt. Thus all with 


Ariſtotle is Logick, all with Plato Theology, all with Pythagoras, 
Number. "Thus the Philoſopher diſputes down Grace, and the 
Divine preacheth down Nature: the Roman Catholique couples, 
Calviniſm and Turciſm together; and the Calviniſt would 
bs us think Rome as Pagan as ever: Thus the Ambitious Man 


ooks oh the World as a ſtair to Greatneſs, the Voluptuous Maa, 
35 a bed for Delight, the Covetous on what may be turned to 
Gold, the Mal 


Malicious on What may be converted to Gall and 
VWormwood, It chere be a Soul that hath eſcaped theſe unhap- 

Dy Spouſes, there remains one that will not be denied, thars ths - 
Body, the Carpenter, aur tourth ſtep. W 


. 


4 We. \ 


. We do not mean by Body, this Fleſh of Man, this walk f 
| ing Statue, this earthen houſe, as St. Paul calls it, 2 Cor. 5. that 1 78 


F: 


but the Carpenter's Shop, he himſelf is within, the Spirit that 

moves it to Vegetation and Senſe. And is not chis the Carpen 

ter? You know, a Mechanick he cannot work without his 

Tools, and all his Faculties are Organical: And you may well 

call him Carpenter, far he built the Houſe, he lives in it, which 

would quickly fall on his head, did he not every day repair it 

h Do nat thou, by luſt and intem ce make this houſe yer 

| | more ruinous : that were to trouble the Carpenter with more 

Vork than needs, and thy Soul feels diſturbance enough already 

in her Contemplations, Devotions, and Raptures, by the necetla- 

Ty noiſe and hurry in the Work-houſe ; ſuch a vexation to ſome 

Philoſophers, that they were ſorry and aſhamed, and even angry 

with God, ta. ſee the Soul fo matcht: but that needed not ; for 

| en is nobly deſcended, of the Hoe of David, our 
ach ſtep. 8 a 3 5 

3. He is high · born: Eſteem him by his Actions. In the 

repreſentation of ſenſible objects, that whereby we conceive 


them, whereby we apprehend them as Good or Evil, and ac- 
cordingly follow or decline them, muſt. be thought a piece, 
though inferiour to the mind, yet too noble to ſpring from the 
ſurd wamb of matter. But the cunning framing of the nbrio, 

that is ſuch a Maſter-picce, as plainly argues, it's Architect came 
| from heaven: and therefore the Work inal Sp 
hath been the amazement of Phyſicians, hath been aſcribed by 
| Philofophers to Demon and Intelligences, by Frophets to God 
him 1f. So noble a Body would be uſed with Reverence. Hadſt 
thou a ſervant, that were a Son to ſome diſtreſſed Prince, thou 
wouldſt not employ him in any baſe office, and wilt thou ſer this 
Carpenter of the Royal Blood to build Hogg-ityes, and Cabins 


hen Luft poſſeſſeth them. Doſt thou not hear him ſigh, and 
groan to be thus uſed? cg εννινα, 2, Oοονν⁰νανν,, faith St. Paul, 


or the labour, but for the indignity; and his Spouſe the Soul, 
ſhe is diſcontented too: Her very Name is a burthen to het 
our fixth ſtep. > | EE SIEM 

6. The Virgin's Naiae was Mary: Mary is Lady, and that B 
the Souls name too. Do we not call her T9 1@440V17gy, the lead- 


little cauſe to pleaſe her ſelf in that name, conſidering her pe. 
ſent eſtate; as a Lady of fourſcore, to behold her pages 


and retain appearances, that whereby we judge and diſtinguiſh i 


the ſeminal Spirit 


for every unclean beaſt? For ſuch are thy Senſes and Faculties, 


Romans 8. he is in an agony, and faints under the work; not 


2. reo err. 


ing, the commanding part We do indeed: but ſhe hath 


0 — a. 
'Þ gfreen; and compare it with her Glaſs. The Soul was nee 
at is 7% Ke LOVING), e fate as Lady, a Queen 8 all the inferiour 


that Þ Faculties, like good Subjects in order, place, and obedience at- 
pen. tending her; and this Correſpondence at home bred reputati- 
t hi on abroad: no enemy durſt appear: every Beaſt of che Forreſt 
wal good in awe of her. But now, Whither is that Majeſty fled, 
hich when from abroad every flea vexeth her, at home her Affecti- 
r it, ons and Paſſions all out of tune: they repine, they mutiny, 
yer they break out into open Reballions; they canton out the Do- 
ore I minion of the Soul among themſelves, and every one will be 
zady King in his Quarter: Anger will reign in Choller,-and Luft in 
eſſi · ¶ Blood; Sloth in Phlegm, and Deſpair in Melancholy: and 
dme rule they will not according to the Prince's Law, or the Law 
gry of the Land z but each by a Law of his own making, the 
for I 164405 d let pig, as St. Paul calls it, Rom. 7. Thus is the Soul 
our dethroned and deveſted of all. Indeed there have been deſigns 
I to reftore her: The Heathen Philoſopher, her old Servant at- 
| the ſl tempted it, by Virtucs of all forts, Moral, Civil, Intellectual; 
eive and the Chriſtians Divine, her late Counſellor, hath laboured 
| the fame, by encouraging her to reſume her ight, by per- 
{wading the inferiour Faculties to ſubmit, by calling ia For- 
reign Aid, and God himſelf from Heaven to ſet all forward. 
Some effect hath followed, but the Work will not lead on, 


f. long as She dwells here at Nazareth of Galilee, our laft 


. 


7. This World is Galilee in umbra, as that was, far from Je -. 
ruſalem, the Head and Mother-City ; and in umbra mortis, as 
that was, two ways: for Manners and for Religion. For 
Manners, we ſee Vice boldly practiſed on all ſides, and.every - 
bad example is umbra mortis, a deadly fide.” x. Whether iz 
he caſt by an emineat Man, as a great Tree; or by a Multi 
rude, as by a Hedge, an Artiour of many ſmall Twigsz the 
Shade is all one, and equally deadly, if we fly to it for the 
ter. Then, in wnbra mortis too, for Religion + for every Idob 
prove caſts its ſhadow : and every Country, and almoſt every 
Man hath his Idol: they that ſeem to agree on the ſame God; 
yet doing it on ſeveral notions and grounds, ſometimes ures 
worthily and untruly, do but worſhip the ſame Name, every 3 
an hath his Deity apart: and thus for Education, Law, *4æ4ͤ 
3 I make the true God my Idol. Now, when a Man 
| hath ſer up his —_ in his Heart, and planted à Grove about 
tt, that Grove doth ſo beſhade and benight his Reaſon, that 
no Light can follow it; Thus, as the Ag)priant did in their: 
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* ck Dickes he fir 400 996 ſets bis bean at 1 and 
fer ks no further. This makes tbe Turk as zealous: in 


"i 
up 


, Rehgion as the Chriſtian, the Jew as either, and. the. Indig 
23 any: this makes the Heretick and Sectary, as 9 a 
1 "the true Catholick: there are Martyrs on all, fides: 
Toaongues walk, and the Peus walk, and the Swords fly ou 

ih till we flide and. fall, aod wallow in one andther's blood! 

* thus the Earth becomes full, not only of *Darknefs, bur 

by cruel y dl Were nor an Angel now beafonable with 

a2 odge every to comfort us? Lord, let thy Holy 

|. Spirit overſhadow us, and all thoſe evil Shades will flee away N 

* Let him, as once (in our Bap ptiſm) he begat us to Chrilf 
ſo deſcend again, and beget Chriſt | in us! So ſhall this Soul 
ol ours, this Woman, put on the firength and underſtandi 1 
1 of a Man; this Virgin ſhall bear the fruits and joy of a 

bt ther, and yet in her Purity ſhe ſhall be a Virgi full > This 

B Spouſe ſhall no longer doubtfully hover between Maid and 

Vi Wiſe, but ſhall be ever married to God, the God our Lord, 

4 the greateſt and beſt Husband ; She ſhall ſee her old Huf-W 

| band, the Body, much refined, but a Carpenter ſtill, im- 

K ployed by the Holy Ghoſt, not only to build a Temple for 

UH Him, but to be one. "Thus ſhall the Body be reſtored 1g 

* the Digaity of its Parentage, being more 5 David's Son, 

% God's own Workmanſhip ; and the Soul, whoſe Name call 

. ber Lady, ſhall recover her Jvriſdiction and rule by her 

don Law, the Law of the Spirit: and all this in ſome. meas 

3 füre here below at Nazareth, but in full perfection then 

buen we ſhall be called up from Galilee to Jeruſalem, from 

1 the ſhadow of Death to be eternal, inexpreſſible, incompte- 

benſible Light and * _— 1s with God, and which is 

AM God, a | z * 5 N 
WE. 18/3163 . 


